My Thoughts and Actions
Our Army and Navy are rooted in the Nation, as is the oak in German soil. They live upon the homeland, and from it they draw their strength. They can keep, but cannot produce, what they need, and can only fight with the moral, material and physical means which the country provides. These means make possible victory, faithful devotion and unselfish self-sacrifice in the daily battle and the miseries of war. They alone could secure Germany's final success. With them our country waged the titanic conflict against the world, even allowing for the assistance of our Allies and the exploitation of occupied terri tories as far as the laws of land warfare permitted.
The Army and Navy had thus to look to the homeland for their constant renewal and rejuvenation in moral, numbers and equipment.
It was essential to maintain the moral and war spirit of those at home at the highest pitch. Woe to us if they should fail! The longer the war lasted, the greater grew the danger of this, the harder it became to overcome difficulties, and the more imperious were the demands of the Army and Navy for spiritual and moral reinforcement.
The very last resources, both in men and material, had to be made available and devoted to the prosecution of the war.
These were enormous tasks for the country.    The homeland
was not only the basis on which our proud military power rested,
and which must therefore be carefully safeguarded ;  it was the
life-giving source which had to be kept clear, pure and yet potent,
lest it lose anything of that virtue wherewith it steeled the
nerves and renewed the strength of the Army and Navy.    The
aation needed those inner spiritual forces which alone enabled
it to go on revitalizing the Army and Navy.    The spheres of the
lation and of the armed forces were so intermingled that it was
mpossible to separate them."   The fighting efficiency of the
orces in face of the enemy depended absolutely upon that ot
he people at home.    That meant that everyone at home must
7ork and live for the war in a way that had never been knowtt
Before.    It was for the Government, and the Imperial Chancellor
tfio was specially responsible, to direct and foster that spirit.
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